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In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, Most Merciful

Introduction

The intent of this research is to provide a comprehensive analysis of the Boko Haram
movement, aka “Jama’at Ahl us-Sunnah 1’'d-Da’wah wa’l-Jihad” [The Group of the People of
Sunnah for Preaching and Struggle]. It will assess its origins, development, principles and the
evidences which it uses. This necessitates an in-depth study of its writings along with detailed
contemplation on the statements which have emerged from its leaders and this is so as to form a
clear view of the movement. This study will be based on audio recordings which the leaders of
Boko Haram have distributed about their da’wah. All of this when formulated into a unified
context will be useful in the study. In this way we will be able to adequately assess this group on
a national Nigerian level, along with its members and their views. The study will cover seven
main areas:

One: the real understanding and development evolution of the movement

Two: armed confrontations

Three: the principles of the movement

Four: the da’wah [propagation| methodologies and mechanisms of the movement

Five: Boko Haram’s links with al-Qa’ida

Six: funding streams for Boko Haram

Seven: the stance of the "Ulama and general public against Boko Haram and their views.

The study then ends with a conclusion.
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1.0 Real Understanding and Developmental Evolution of the Movement

The real name of this movement is Jama’at Ahl us-Sunnah 1i’'d-Da’wah wa’l-Jihad [The Group of
the People of Sunnah for Preaching and Struggle], this is the name which they regurgitate and are
mainly pleased with, yet the people, and the media in particular, named them as “Boko Haram”.
Members of the movement have denounced this label and they prefer the name which they
choose and brand for themselves. The name “Boko Haram” is a Hausa name which only the
Hausa peoples understood and is a compound name comprised of Hausa and Arabic. The Hausa
applied the term “Boko” to Western forms of education so when the term “Haram” is appended
to it the intent is: ‘the Western education system is haram’. Yet it is perhaps more adequate to
explain the term not in its literal linguistic sense but in its more technical sense as meaning
‘traversing the Western education system of education is haram’.

As for the name “Boko Haram” then it only achieved prominence after the recent ishtibakat
[clashes| in Sha’ban 1430 AH/August 2009 CE. The followers of Muhammad Yasuf in Bornu
and Yobe were known as “Yusufiyin” [Yusufis| as an ascription to their leader.” At that time
they had no qualms about the use of this term which indicates that they were content with it as
an ascription. The term “Boko Haram” [‘following the Western education system is haram’] is
based on their ideology which they constantly repeat as a form of advice to Muslims, mainly
parents, university students and all linked to the educational system. Writers, journalists and even
common people have a number of explanations of the intent of the name “Boko Haram” yet
this was due to them not having access to the actual audio material of the leaders of the group
itself as indeed the best one to explain the intents of the group is the leader itself, Muhammad
Yusuf. For he had gbutab [sermons] and lectures wherein he explained in detail their intent in
opposing the Western educational system in Nigeria. In one audio, the leader of the group
Muhammad Yusuf, gave a lecture in the Yobe region and at the end took some questions and
was asked about the group’s intents by prohibiting the Western educational system. He stated:

The intent behind this is education within schools which have been established by

missionaries which includes the education curriculum from elementary education

to secondary schooling and institutes to national service to employment.

2 [Translator’s note]: They were also referred to as the Yusufiyyah Movement, largely due to their cult-

like following of Muhammad Yisuf and uncritical acceptance of all that he said without question.
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1.2 Important Background History

Before 2002 CE the group had no ideological agenda it was merely formed by Muhammad
Yusuf after 9/11 who was from the village of Na’iyyah in the Yunusati region in the Gashua
Province of Yobe state, Northern Nigeria.” 32 years ago, long before the group was established,
the Muslim Brotherhood [known in Hausa as “Yan Brothers’] emerged under the leadership of
Ibraheem az-Zakzaky in the 1980s. Many youth joined his movement, Muhammad Yusuf being
one of them who joined Zakzaky’s movement which was known for emotional rhetoric and
enthusiasm against the Nigerian state in the name of Islam. Before 1994 Tashayyu’ [Shi’ism]
emerged, along with an inclination to serving Iranian interests, among the Muslim Brotherhood
and its leader in Nigeria Ibraheem Zakzaky and some of his close supporters. The group then
fractured into other groups some of whom went with the Shi’1 leader [i.e. Zakzaky], some others
inclining more towards Salafiyyah and some who formed a group called Jama at ut-Tajdeed nl-Islami
which remained on a similar course as that of the Muslim Brotherhood and viewed that this

should be the way to traverse.

1.3 Formation of the Group

In 1999 after the elections in Nigeria however the governor of Zamfara al-Hajj Ahmad Thant
Yarimabakura [Ahmad Sani Yerima] found justification in the Nigerian constitution for the
implementation of Sharee’ah in his state and in 2001 became the first to Nigerian governor to
implement Sharee’ah in a Nigerian state [except for the regulations related to Ridda].* Ahmad
Thani invited other Northern Nigerian states to do the same and some states responded to the
invitation and similarly began implementing Sharee’ah regulations. After the intense insistency
from the public of these states for Sharee’ah implementation, around 12 states announced

implementation of the Sharee’ah within their borders.

3 ’Umar al-Kuddr’s article in Radio Netherlands Worldwide, ‘Leader of the Nigerian Movement ‘Boko
Haram’> An  Obscure End for an  Obscure Man’, 31 July 2009. See:

http://www.rnw.nl/arabic/article/15235’

4 [TN]: It was actually earlier than this in January 2000. Under the system all sentences can be
appealed to Nigeria’s Federal Courts which do not apply Hudid regulations. Some of the cult
followers of Omar Bakri, such as Anjem Choudhary, have boldly stated that Nigeria does not have
Share’ah, even though many states of Northern Nigeria implement Sharee’ah. Refer to his Talksport

interview with Ian Collins, March 2009.

© SalafiManhaj 2013



Boko Haram Movement in Nigeria: Beginnings, Principles and Activities

There is no doubt that Ustadh Muhammad Yusuf was influenced by the split of the Ikhwan
movement in Nigeria and he became one of the leaders in the aftermath of that split and
continued teaching and guiding them. He then became very close to the group [zalat n/-Bida’ wa
Igamat wus-Sunnah [The Removal of Innovation and Establishment of the Sunnah Group] and
stayed in the states of Yobe and Borno for some time and his ideas began to develop. He also
introduced amendments which he viewed as progressive in the realm of da’wah and which also
reduced scrutiny. This was on account of, according to Muhammad Yusuf himself, after
Muhammad Yuasuf becoming a member of Jama'at nl-Izalat ul-Bida’, a split occurring among the
three Masajid which used to serve as the administrative centres of the movement. This split led
to Muhammad Yusuf and his students being linked to one of the Masjids in particular while the
other two remained with Jama'at ul-I3alat ul-Bida’> 'This therefore was the first stage, for
Muhammad Yusuf continued with his group and students until they formed an independent
group which they called “Jam’at Ahl us-Sunnah I’d-Da’wah wa’l-Jihad”[The Group of the
People of Sunnah for Preaching and Struggle] in 2002.

2.0 Armed Confrontations
Armed confrontations by those influenced by the da’wah of Muhammad Yusuf go back to the
group’s excursions along with violent clashes with policemen in 2003. The events started when
some isolated ascetics in the village of Kannama in the town of Gaidam near Niger were deemed
as having odd behaviour and the police were informed. The police investigated and found no
problems yet the second time the police were informed about them for some suspicious actions
the police attacked them leaving some dead and injured. Police were viewed ordering members
of this group, including their wounded cripples, to lie face down on their stomachs and then two
ot three shots were fired into them. This led to a group under the leadership of Shaykh Baba
seeking revenge against the police who committed the killings. They walked a long distance by
foot until they reached Damaturu the capital of Yobe State.

These people from Kannama were extreme and according to Muhammad Yusuf they even
made takfeer of him,’ thus he was not content with their khurij [revolt] and the issues between

him and them are well-known.” He was informed of the khuraj while he was in the Kingdom of

5 BBC Interview with Boko Haram Leader.

6 Refer to Muhammad Yusuf’s lessons on Kashf ush-Shubuhat.

7 [TN]: The group being referred to here is possibly the group which called itself the “Taliban’ and were
under the leadership of one Muhammad Alli, it is said that he is the same individual who advised

Muhammad Yisuf to boycott democracy, western education and civil service. One Nigerian Muslim

6
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Saudi Arabia yet the Nigerian government made threats against him and put pressure on him.
Thus, he stayed in Saudi Arabia for three months after which he tried to return but was advised
to remain there until Hajj. The real motive for his visit to Saudi Arabia in Ramadan 2003 was for
treatment in one of the hospitals in the kingdom. In any case, those events have been referred to
by members of Boko Haram as “the Kannama jihad”. From this point on, Muhammad Yusuf
began to closely inspect and observe threats from the Borno State government and the Federal
government. During this time, some du’at would accuse him of extremism and exaggeration,
others would advise him to replace this commotion with calm and spreading knowledge. Yet
despite all of this, Aba Yusuf [Muhammad Yusuf] took control of the city of Borno as a
stronghold for his da’wah and persevered in inciting the youth to jihad against the oppression of
the government and warning them against western education and “modernity”.

The determination of Muhammad Yusuf did not fade away for he travelled over all Northern
Nigerian cities and from Borno to Sokoto giving lectures and calling the youth to preparation for
jihad. As a result, he was able to mobilize groups of enthusiastic youth who to pledge allegiance
to him from states where his da’wah spread such as the North East five: Gombe, Admau, Borno,
Yobe and Buta. This da’wah also spread in the North West states of: Kano, Jigawa, Katsina,

Sokoto and Kebbi, a small number of people responded to this da’wah.

2.1 The Massacre of Sha’ban 1430 AH/July 2009

At the beginning of 2009, the federal government introduced new legislation regarding the
wearing of motorcycle helmets and the governor of Borno instructed police to enforce the
wearing of helmets as part of ‘Operation Flushout’, yet this was coordinated with brutality and
led to a lot of people being harmed. During this time, some followers of Muhammad Yusuf went
to a funeral and travelled there by motorcycles yet did not wear helmets. They were met by the
Special Joint Task Forces who treated them with contempt and this led to violent clashes at the
funeral when other funeral-goers saw what happened. Around eighteen members of the Boko
Haram were injured and none of the hospitals accepted them except after some further trouble
which resulted in the further deaths of four more of their members. Muhammad Yusuf became
angered by this and wrote his famous tirade entitled An Open Letter to the Federal Government in

which he threatened the government and urged them to respond within 40 days with the view to

journalist, Tukur Mamu, who had met and conducted interviews with Muhammad Yusuf, has some
interesting insights into Boko Haram which can be read in this Online article of 11 April 2012:

http://desertherald.wordpress.com/2012/04/11/boko-Haram-is-a-conduit-pipe-in-the-presidency-

tukur-mamu/
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a resolution between the government and his group, and if not then “jihadi operations will
begin in the country which only Allah will be able to stop”.® The 40-day timeframe elapsed
and the after that the movement did little except for its leaders, according to some analysts,
preparing strategies and plans for war.

During the crisis members of the movement awaited the fatwa from their leaders which
would permit them to wage war. Their movements, khutbahs and lectures at this point were all
focused on getting ready for confrontation. When police stormed a group of Boko Haram in
Buta State [which is in Jigawa State| the fitnah escalated and strained the relationship between
the government and the movement. In response to this, some armed members of the movement
took revenge and attacked the main police headquarters in Dutsen Tenshin along with some
government buildings in Buta State. The police did not give in and preserved stubbornly which
led to a number of violent clashes during this time. The confrontations reached the capital of
Yobe State in the morning and by the end of the day the conflict had reached Borno State
turning the capital Maiduguri into a warzone, for the city was its main base where most of its
du’at are located.

This went on for five days, from Sunday to Thursday, and then its members moved to the
large Northern Nigerian cities of Maiduguri, Buta and Kano. Security forces stormed the
stronghold of the movement in Buata and Borno and those who rebelled who were in the village
of Wudil in Kano, resulting in the deaths of seven hundred people from the police, security
forces, soldiers and civilians. 3500 people from the region were displaced, fleeing their homes

after the fighting broke out.

2.2 The End of the Massacre and the Killing of the Movement’s Leader Muhammad
Yusuf
During the fighting, police and troops had attacked a Masjid used by Muhammad Yusuf for his

lessons and lectures, known as “Masjid Ibn Taymiyyah” in a well-known area by the railway line

8 [TN]: This marks of pure arrogance on the part of Boko Haram who based on their own desires tried
to issue threats to the government and thereby drag the country into civil war, a climate of fear,
injustice, attacks on civilians etc. Then after all of this Boko Haram claim to want the implementation
of Sharee’ah?!

9 [TN]: !? If only they had actually studied the works of Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah
(rahimahullah) they would not have fallen prey to the methods of the Khawarij. Many sects and cults
of deviation appropriate names of Ahl us-Sunnah as an elaborate guise for their own agendas and
politics. The spiral of violence and gross disregard for life shows just how far the Khawarij of Nigeria,

in the form of Boko Haram, are from the manhaj of Ibn Taymiyyah (rahimahullah).
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on Abbaganaram Street. Mortar bombs were used to blow up the mosque, the walls trembled
and where the adhan was called from destroyed, this attack resulted in the deaths of a hundred
Boko Haram members."’ Police were witnessed taking members of the group, forcing them to
lay face down, including those who were wounded and crippled, and then fire shots into each
and every one of them." '* This massacre ended with the killing of Muhammad Yusuf himself
after he had been arrested and was in discussion with soldiers and senior policemen, as five
minute footage seen by all shows.” He was killed while handcuffed, and it has been said that he

sought pardon and forgiveness before being killed," we do not know why!"

A mass grave was
dug for the corpses of the killed Boko Haram members in Maiduguri.'® The death of
Muhammad Yusuf was surrounded in mystery and a number of explanations from the state
[leading people to ask]: who was responsible for his death and why? What is also astonishing to

some analysts is that why was he not put on trial so that the detailed account of his logic would

be known?!"

2.3 Reorganisation of the Movement
After the death of Muhammad Yusuf, the official spokesman of the movement announced that

it would not change a thing in their agenda and would not be negative for them in the slightest,

10 Zeenews Bureau, ‘Nigerian Army Islamist Mosque, kills scores’, Thursday 30 July 2009.

See: http://zeenews.india.com/news/world/nigerian-army-attacks-islamist-mosque-kill-

scores 551374.html

u  Al-Jazeera English reported on the execution of the Boko Haram members:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1hc1zKnLro

12 [TN]: the macabre execution of these Khawarij can be seen here, one cannot help but be reminded
of the brutal endings of all those in Islamic history who have tried to rebel, as Ibn Taymiyyah
mentioned.

13 Refer to thus on Youtube here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePpUvfTXY7w

14 Ash-Sharq al-Awsat newspaper, ‘Leader of Boko Haram sought Pardon before his death’, 9 Sha’ban
1430 AH/1 August 2009 CE

15 [TN]: the author could intend here: that it is odd that he would seek pardon for something which he
himself not only started but also took as religion. Or “we do not know why” he was killed without due
process and procedures. It is evident that the iron-fist of the Nigerian security forces, which are world
famous, did little to settle the tensions.

16 Newstime Africa, ‘Mass Burial for Boko Haram Victims’, see:

http://www.newstimeafrica.com/archives/1397

17 News Africa, Profile on Boko Haram, February 2010, see:

[TN]: Yet it is to also be noted that in such scenarios and contexts that “kama tudeenu tudan”, as the

brutal reality of “if you live by the sword you die by the sword” takes comes into effect.
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rather it will incite them to persevere and implement their plans. On 16 August 2009 BBC
reported that there had been a new proclamation that the group had reorganised based on the
words of a “Thani 'Umar” who described himself as the deputy leader of the movement. This
was the first announcement after the previous bloody conflict. ““Thani 'Umar” also stated that:
“The movement had joined up with al-Qa’idah and thus intends to launch a series
of bombings starting in August in both Northern and Southern Nigeria so as to
make Nigeria ungovernable.”"®
At the end of June 2010 the deputy of Muhammad Yusuf appeared on the internet, Aba Bakr
Sheku, he had his face masked and an AK47 in the background."” This appearance was to refute
claims that he had been killed among those killed during the 2009 fitna in Maiduguri, and that a
year on he was still adhering to the principles of the movement and its war against those who
want the disbelieving Western system within Nigeria.”” From here on Ustadh Aba Bakr Sheku
became the leader of the movement and members refer to him as “Imam”, and factions of the
movement continued with their hidden activities under his leadership and with the help of
others. It appears that at this stage the movement had two main goals:
One: breaking out of prison members of the group who had been arrested.”
Two: defending themselves and they mean by this as explained by Abu Bakr Sheku who said
that three types of people will be fought against by the movement: armed troops and police;
Christians and whistle-blowers of the movement. They also claim that they do not intend evil for
the common people and general public,” Ustadh Muhammad Yusuf stated similar to this in a

lecture which he gave on 18 Rab1” al-Awwal 1430 AH.

18 Jihan Mustafa, Muheet newspaper, ‘Boko Haram: Kabus Obama fee Nigeria’ [Boko Haram:
Obama’s Nightmare in Nigeria]. Online.

19 [TN]: So from here on we witness blind following of the approach of Bin Ladin and Zawahiri. Boko
Haram also thus begun taking dictates and strategic orders from the likes of “al-Qa’ida in the Islamic
Maghrib”.

20 Ben Shemang, ‘Boko Haram deputy alive, vows to continue anti-western fight’, RFI, Friday 2 July
20009.

See: http://www.english.rfi.fr/africa/20100702-boko-harma-deputy-alive-vows-continue-anti-

western-fight
21 [TN]: The most significant of these prison breaks being the Bauchi Prison Break in which Boko

managed to break out over 700 prisoners.

22 [TN]: There are some points to append to this. Firstly, they say this yet all of their actions have just
led to evil for Muslims in Northern Nigeria who are living in a state of fear and an home can be subject
to an army and police raid wherein family members, with no links to the movement, can be dragged

out and executed. Secondly, the cowardly actions of Boko Haram involve hiding in homes after they

10
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Bombings and shotgun fire took place here and there targeting police, troops and their
headquarters. Maiduguri, aswell as the states of Yobe and Buta, were main areas where such
attacks took place throughout 1431 AH/2010 CE. The year 1432 AH/2011 CE was full of
various political, social and economic developments and most Nigerians took part in the
elections in April. Goodluck Jonathan became the President and many Muslims were unhappy
with this result especially in the north. This happened at the same time when there was ethnic
conflict in the State of Jos in which many Muslims were violated in the most brutal of manners.
This occurred in the month of May during the days of ’Eeid. Then to make matters worse,
member of Jama’'at Abl us-Sunnah wa’l-Jibad began attacking Christians in churches as reprisal even
involving suicide bomb attacks on churches. Some reports claim that over 550 people lost their
lives in 2011 in over 115 attacks.” The Nigerian historical record will not forget the three major
campaigns launched by the group in the year of 2011:

One: the attack on the UN Office in Abuja on 26 August 2011, this was a violent attack in
reality which destroyed the building in totality and in which 25 people died and more than a
hundred injured. This bombing revealed that members of the group are prepared to perform,
what the media refer to as “suicide bombings”.**

Two: the first of its kind in Nigeria in reality, a major targeted bomb attack aimed at the head of
police in Nigeria, al-Hajj Hafidh Ringhim, before he stood down. The bomb blast was of the
Higher Police HQ in Abuja and a member of Boko Haram blew himself up in a car. The head of
the police escaped unharmed and it was as if this attack was revenge for what was reported by
the BBC Hausa Service about the revelations of a comprehensive, firm and resolute plan to bring
the movement to an end.

Three: the third major campaign, a suicide bomb attack on a catholic church on Christmas day
in Niger State in Madalla Province. This led to 40 deaths and others injured. Two leaders of the
movement were accused of this attack Kabiru Sokoto and Basheer Madalla. While a third was

arrested on 17 February.

commit an atrocity, so they mingle in among the common people rather than open armed
engagement. Finally, this is a new approach of the contemporary, in the years following the Arab
Spring, to appear “on the side of the people” in an attempt to try to win over popular support at most
and sympathy for their actions at least. Alhamdulillah, the Northern Nigerian people have not
succumbed to such naive and paternalistic statements from the “Boko Haram”.

23 BBC Hausa, 24 January 2012, ‘Boko Haram Widens Terror Campaign’. See:

http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/01/23/nigeria-boko-Haram-widens-terror-campaign

24 Here a man admits to the operation and the movement’s responsibility for the attack:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3WPW6tYbcw&feature=related

11
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2.4 Recent Developments in 2012

On 2 January 2012 the group issued a warning to all Christians in Northern Nigeria and
demanded that they leave the North completely within three days,” if they do not do so, then
destruction and death to them. Three days later on 5 January the movement attacked a church in
Ghumbi State killing the wife of the bishop and six others. On 6 January they killed 12 men from
the Igbo tribe after taking them to Moby Province in Adamawa State, and on the same day they
killed another 12 in a church in Yoola, the capital of Adamawa State. On 14 January one of the
suspects was arrested for plotting the attack on the church in Madalla, his name Kabeer "Umar
Sokoto. 24 hours after being under arrest he managed to escape whilst the police went to the
cross-examination room. The Nigerian people viewed this as being a farce, Sokoto evaded
detection for some time yet was arrested again on 7 February.”

On Friday 20 January at five in the evening the city of Kano was hit by seven multiple bomb
attacks on police stations. Government sources say that 186 people lost their lives in those
attacks the largest number in one single day since they started suicide bombing and paramilitary
campaign. This led President Goodluck Jonathan to visit Kano and give his condolences and
view the losses, when he returned to Abuja he announced that the head of police al-Hajj Hatidh
Ringhim will be stepping down and al-Hajj Abu Bakr from Zanfara State will be replacing him.
On 26 January “Imam Sheku” appeared and, as reported by the BBC Hausa Service, he
acknowledged that he and his group were responsible for the attacks and he was the one who
gave the order. He appeared happy at this and also criticised the government as after the attacks

the police began firing at the people. Nigerians, Northerners in particular, became very worried

25 [TN]: This is an approach which Adolf Hitler himself would have been proud of! It is unclear how on
earth these Khawarij can justify such a demand from the example of the Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi
wassallam). The Khawarij of Nigeria have demonstrated, not only their deviation from the Allah’s
Book and the Sunnah of the Prophet, but also their sheer ignorance of how Islam is to spread. Issuing
such wholesale threats and demands is one of the most draconian measures that a deviant sect can
implement which owes more to the modern political terrorism of global Kharijite thought than it does
to the Qur’an and Sunnah and the approach to be traversed in da’wah to the People of the Book.

26 [TN]: The Nigerian people considered it a farce as some Nigerians suspect “Boko Haram” to be in
cohoots with the government, their policies and their desire for Western aid under the pretext of a
“war on terror”. For more on Kabiru Sokoto see here:

http://pmnewsnigeria.com/2013/05/09/boko-Haram-got-money-from-algeria-says-suspect/

12
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by what was taking place and were fearful due to the situation. They are more fearful of the
reaction of the police and military due to the harsh ways in which they deal with the people.”
On 26 January President Goodluck Jonathan requested Jama'at Abl us-Sunnab li'd-Da’wab wa’l-
Jihad to come out and show themselves as there could even be the possibility of a ceasefire and a
truce. It was as if his speech was in response to many of the people who desired the creation of
an atmosphere conducive for a truce. On 11 January 2012 before the Kano bombings, Sheku
stated on Youtube that they will accept the peace initiatives as long as they are in accordance
with the Shari’ regulations for a truce set out in the Qur’an. However, some homes were
surprised when on Saturday 28 in Maiduguri the military took some youth and shot them all
dead, it was later discovered that they were members of Jama'at Abl us-Sunnah li’'d-Da’wah wa’l-
Jihad. There was no doubt that this served to increase the wrath of the leaders of the movement.
On the 29" of January something very important occurred and that was the emergence of
“Abu Qa’qa” as a media spokesman of the group and that they had sent a message to the sultan
of the Nigerian Muslims, Muhammad Sa’d in Sokoto, and to some senior politicians in the state
asking them to seek the release of detained men of the movement, and if not then there will be
much bloodshed as Kano has already witnessed.® Abia Qa’qa also demanded that the
government release those men and women of the group who had been arrested wherever else.”
The security forces announced that they had arrested the groups spokesman Abu Qa’qa’ on 31
January™ yet the group denied that he had been caught. Indeed, the actual Abta Qa’qa’ spoke and
stated that the one who had been caught was in fact “Abu’d-Darda™ one of the leaders of the
movement. The president worked for negotiations and the group had sent him to work towards
a truce and a settlement yet his arrest dashed all hopes for that and aborted future arrangements
for future security and peace. He added that the movement was responsible for the slaughter of
six people in Maiduguri who were members but then reported to the military on the

whereabouts of 11 men of were members, the ones who were dragged out of their homes and

27 [TN]: Here then “Boko Haram” are now trying to stir some sort of civil war via their attacks, stoking
tribulation and fanning the flames of conflict. Based on their deviated manhaj, they attack those who
have more power than them and then hide. Then when the military and police respond and kill
innocent civilians they have the audacity to condemn the police who were led to their actions as a
result of what Sheku and his Khawarij team do in the first instance.

28 [TN]: another threat based on their partisan political demands and unrelated to the Book and
Sunnah.

29 See: http://www.codewit.com/africa/2685-sss-arrests-boko-Haram-leader-s-wife-son

30 See: http://www.bbe.co.uk/hausa/news/2012/02/120201 gaqarrest.shtml
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shot, and there is no doubt that this was an actual manifestation of the group’s aim to kill
whistle-blowers on the movement.

On 7 February Kaduna State was shocked by three attacks which did not result in any deaths
but in which many were injured. During this situation the Nigerian channel NTA released a
recording of masked men claiming to be from the group the spokesman of whom delivered his
message in English. He stated that the group were prepared to enter agreements and peace talks
with the Nigerian leaders. He mentioned four senior leaders in particular: Shaykh Abu Bakr
Ghiru; Dr Shatima ’Ali Manghunu; al-Hajj *Ali Bukur Ibraheem, the previous governor of Yobe
State. He said that whatever is concluded by those four will change the course of the crisis
immediately. Yet this was denied by Abu Qa’qa’ in an interview with journalists in Maiduguri
who stated that no truce or settlement will be reached after the capture of Abu’d-Darda’.” The
biggest proof of this is in the three major attacks in Kaduna State which resulted in the capture
of Abu’d-Darda’. The Communications Minister then asserted that there is some doubt as to the
authenticity of that audio as the movement is ready to open up peace talks and reach a

ceasefire.’

2.5 The Results of Previous Events and Confrontations

One: disruption of public interests, and in some cities curfews have been implemented. Banks
and markets are closed, schools closed, councils and academic institutes also closed due to the
lack of security. The income of Nigerians, Northerners particularly, has suffered due to the crises
and the suffering and horror which has occurred. The people are most fearful of the army and
police who are on the streets and railway lines who treat people rough, cause fear, beat and take
bribes.”

Two: the emergence of voices calling for Nigeria to be divided along ethnic and religious lines
and some voices stating that Nigeria should be split into two: Northern Nigeria and Southern
Nigeria. The Igbo peoples are mainly calling for this division as are many Northerners also.
Some Southerners have now started attacking Masajid, stoking further flames to this fitnah.
Three: the spread of corruption in social, political, moral and economic life. For some have used

the name of the group to gather money and as seen in the audio sent to the TV station, neither

31t BBC Hausa Service, 7 February 2012
32 BBC Hausa Service, 7 February 2012
33 [TN]: Not exactly the best way to treat people in such a climate!? The Nigerian army and police may

as well encourage the people to join “Boko Haram” at this rate!
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the source was located nor was the name of the speaker, as the group do not usually
communicate in English as a tool to address the Nigerian people and leaders.

These events coincided with Professor Wole Soyinka’s remarks that his life was threatened by
Boko Haram. However, it should also be known that Professor Soyinka is known as being a

harsh critic of Northern Nigeria.*

3.0 Principles of the Movement

Muhammad Yusuf outlined his and his movement’s position on education on a number of
occasions and has stated: “the western education system conflicts with Islamic education”.
Jama'at Abl us-Sunnab li'd-Da’wabh wa’l-Jihad is of the contemporary movements who view that the
implementation of the Sharee’ah will only be realised through armed conflict to remove an
oppressive government. The practical and methodological instruction of the movement clearly
indicates all of this. We will be able to uncover the true contents of the movement by studying
the principles and methods [Manahij] of one of its most prominent leaders and ideological
strategists, Ustadh Muhammad Yusuf.

Likewise, we can assess the statements of “Imam Sheku” on Youtube as his pronouncements
provide valuable insights into the group. The movement has its own special publications which
contain their ideological issues such as: Hadhahi "Aqeedatuna wa Manhaj Da’watina [This is Our
Creed and the Method of Our Preaching], authored by the founder of the movement himself;
Ja'a al-Hagq [Truth Has Come], by an anonymous author who used the pen-name ’Alauddeen al-
Burnawi and other pamphlets. They also have recorded sermons and a large number of lectures

which are all disseminated by cassette, CD and even via the internet.

34 See:
http://www.nigeriadailynews.com/general/28927-wole-soyinka-on-boko-Haram%E2%80%99s-hit-
list.html

[TN]: Indeed, Wole Soyinka, who comfortably resides in London, has also expressed rather

Islamophobic statements. Not exactly helpful considering the situation in Nigeria at present.

15

© SalafiManhaj 2013



Boko Haram Movement in Nigeria: Beginnings, Principles and Activities

3.1 Main Principles

We will now present the most prominent principles and features of the movement:

% Affirming Hakimiyyah for Allah only, and that democracy totally conflicts with
Islam. They hold politicians who participate in elections as all being kuffar due
to them being involved with a system which conflicts with Islam.” They say
that “ruling by man-made laws is clear kufr [Kufran Buwahan]”** Muhammad
Yusuf criticises the one who says “khurtj against the leader is impermissible
even if he is a disbeliever” by stating once that “this is from the creed of the
Murji’ah”.”” To support their view they make use of the hadeeth of Aba Sa’id
al-Khudri (radi Allabu “anbu) in which the Prophet (sallallibu “alaybhi wassallam)

said in a khutbah: “Indeed I am about to supplicate and it will be answered. After me you

35 [TN]: Here we see wholesale takfeer without preservation of details regarding: ‘Udhur bi Jahl [the
excuse of ignorance], particularly relevant in the Nigerian context to say the least (!!), Intifa’ ul-
Mawani’ [the preventative factors to takfeer]; conditions and ’Iqamat ul-Hujjah [establishing the
proofs]. As the scholars reiterate, mass generalised takfeer on specific in this ways always leads to
tajfeer [bombings] and fitnah. Ahl us-Sunnah wa’l-Jama’ah who follow the manhaj of the Salaf us-
Salith resort to explaining this issue (of takfeer, tabdi’ and tasfeeq): which is that the people of
innovation and sin are not all on the same level, for some of them are to be made takfeer of such as the
one who has a statement or action which necessitates takfeer to be made — after the conditions of
takfeer have been rightly applied and the preventative factors removed. And there are some who are
not to be made takfeer of, due to the conditions not rightly applicable to those people. It is not from
the manhaj of the Salaf to make takfeer upon those to whom it does not rightly apply to from the
Muslims who commit major sins. The Salaf, do not make takfeer of anyone from the people of bida’ or
brand them as being people of fisq except with evidence.

What are also necessitated by takfeer are: a severe threat, the obligation to curse; anger; one’s
heart being covered; one’s actions being rendered void; disgrace; lack of forgiveness for the person
(who has been made takfeer on) and then to remain eternally within the Hellfire facing a painful
torment. Along with: divorcing the person from their spouse; enmity from family and friends;
deserving execution; inheritance not to be taken from the person (who has been made takfeer on); not
praying for the person; not burying the person with the Muslims and other matters which are
mentioned in the classifications of figh and within the regulations.

36 Muhammad Yasuf Abu Yusuf, Hadhihi ‘Ageedatuna wa Manhaj Da'watina (Maktabah al-
Ghuraba’, 2nd Edn., 1430 AH), pp.112-119.
37 [TN]: Where have we heard this from?! In fact it was the manhaj of the original Murji’ah that revolt

was permitted!
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will have leaders who say what they know and do what they know, and obedience to them is
obedience — you will remain likewise for a time. Then you will have [other] leaders after them,
those who say what they do not do and do what you do not approve of — whoever advises them
or counsels them will be destroyed and destroy others. Mixc with them with your bodies and
keep them away with your actions; and testify to the good that it is good and to the evil that it

is evil.””®

X3

A

Members of the movement hold that they are the Firgat un-Naji’ah [Saved
Sect] and are fully convinced as such. The proof for this is that they view that

they are reviving the spirit of jihad in Nigeria.

L)

* They prohibit studying in the educational system from primary through to
university level for a number of reasons:” (a) missionaries and colonialists
established these schools as a means to serve their missionary interests among
Muslims in Nigeria. They argue that the Islamic system of education was
widespread in our country before the missionaries arrived and it was still fully
functioning until the colonialists took over the entire country. Thus, their
system took over all aspects of life, important the educational system, which
results in a Muslim bit by bit becoming a disbeliever; (b) mixing between the
genders [Ikhtilat] and Tabarruj [uncovering and wearing impermissible
revealing attire], while Allah says: “And abide in your houses and do not
display yourselves as [was] the display of the former times of ignorance.”
{al-Abhzab (33): 33}; (c) the study of subjects, ideas and theoties which conflict
with the religion such as Darwin’s theory of evolution which conflicts with
Allah’s saying: “Say, [O Muuammad], “Travel through the land and
observe how He began creation. Then Allahwill produce the final
creation. Indeed Allah, over all things, is competent.”” {ar-Rsum (29): 20}
Some of them have beliefs such as that the rain is withheld in the sky during
summer and then during spring it falls. Muhammad Yusuf stated: “We as
Muslims believe that rain is form Allah and has nothing to do with the sun.”
For they regard the scientific explanation of the process of rainfall as opposing
where Allah says: “And We have sent down rain from the sky in a

measured amount and settled it in the earth. And indeed, We are Able to

38 Mentioned by Shaykh al-Albani in as-Saheehah, vol.1, p.819, no.457
[TN]: Also Mujam al-Awsat at-Tabari, hadith no.6998.
39 Muhammad Yusuf, Hadhihi ’Aqeedatuna, pp.82-99.
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take it away.” {a/-Muminoon (23): 18} and where Allah says: “Do you not see
that Allah drives clouds? Then He brings them together, then He makes
them into a mass, and you see the rain emerge from within it. And He
sends down from the sky, mountains [of clouds] within which is hail,
and He strikes with it whom He wills and averts it from whom He wills.
The flash of its lightening almost takes away the eyesight.” {an-Nir (24):
43}. Muhammad Yusuf also denied that the earth is round. They also reject
scientific explanations related to the foetus and the solar system.

** The movement rejects employment under the current democratic Nigerian
government, whether as a member of the police, military, security services or
any other government position. They regard this as total obedience to a
disbelieving system while Allah says: “And do not incline toward those who
do wrong, lest you be touched by the Fire, and you would not have other
than Allah any protectors; then you would not be helped.” {Hzud (11): 113}
After mentioning a number of ahadeeth which he views as justifying this
stance, Muhammad Yusuf mentioned in one lecture: “All of these ahadeeth
provide a decisive indication that employment under the government which
does not rule by the Book and Sunnah is impermissible. These governments
rule solely by Satanic man-made laws, and thus the impermissibility of working

in the police or army is even more so.”*

4.0 The Da’wah [Preaching and Propagation] Methodologies and Mechanisms of the

Movement

2> 2>

The term “manhaj” [method] differs from the word “al-mabda™ [principle] in that “mabda
refers to the general creed which is held as the main aim. As for “manhaj” then that is related to
the means which are taken by the person who hold the principle which he believes will help him
to directly reach his core aim. Each “mabda™ has its own means of achievement despite them
differing in their legislation and implementation. After studying the written sources of the
movement, and what the movements’ leaders have distributed in Hausa, Kanutl and Arabic

lectures and sermons, I was able to summarise the most important methods of their aims desired

by the group. There are as follows:

40 Muhammad Yusuf, Hadhihi ‘Ageedatuna, p.116.
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4.1 Formation of a State
They seek a state which is headed by an “Imam” who is a symbol of the state and a reference
point. Muhammad Yusuf had youth pledge allegiance to him as the leader and this gave him the
authority to enter into battles and make decisions regarding terms of peace and security.” So
with Muhammad Yusuf set up as “Imam” he also had a deputy who was Abu Bakr Sheku, while
Muhammad Nuar was the Secretary General. Each Nigerian state had a leader from the
movement with deputies within his respective state along with other representatives in each local
government.

The movement also had its own Majlis ush-Shara which observes current issues and then
inspects and discusses them so as to twist the other view. Before his death, Muhammad Yusuf
Muhammad Yusuf announced in his Open Letter to the Federal Government that he has known

launched a battle with the Nigerian government.

4.2 Methodology of Cultivation
The type of cultivation which the movement is focused on is that which involves both spiritual
and physical education. In regards to spiritual cultivation then their Masajid were places of
residence, schooling, praying the night prayer, fasting during the day, reciting the Qur’an and
dhikr, ** as their oft-repeated slogan was “leaving sin and all which damage personal integtity and
honour; and staying away from dancehalls, cinemas, alcohol consumption, illegal and illicit sexual
intercourse, showing off, pride, envy, hatred etc.”

In regards to physical cultivation, then they sometimes would practice archery and weight
training in their Masajid and they would walk distances every day after Fajr. Furthermore, their
leader would encourage them to participate in physical training such as archery, shooting and

other activities even at home. Above all else, factions of them perform paramilitary drills in the

41 [TN]: This aspect here also indicates the love of position and leadership which they have, as is
generally the case with many of those groups who emphasise politics, government and rulership.
Unsurprisingly, their leaders themselves are the ones who envisage that they should be in charge of
things!

42 In an audio wherein Muhammad Nir translates the khutbah of Muhammad Yasuf entitled Hayya
[T'l-Jihad [“Come to Jihad”] in Hausa.

[TN]: It is as if this is a description of the followers of Dhu’l-Khuwaysarah! If only they had fully

implemented in their souls that which they claimed to represent and preach.
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savannah and the desert, for them to later join their associates in creed in remote lands and

neighbouring countries.

4.3 Educational Curriculum
The Boko Haram educational programme involves lessons, lectures and reading books in
Masajid in particular, and as Borno is the movement’s epicentre and home they had four main
gatherings in Maiduguri:*
1. Markaz Ibn Taymiyyah, which was known prior as Masjid Yusuf, in which they had
lessons on Saturdays and Sundays.
2. UngowarDoki which was used by their Masijlis for tafseer every Friday night. This was
the largest of their gatherings.
3. Masjid Fizan, where Muhammad Yusuf would give lessons and also other preachers in
his place when he was absent.

4. Masjid Mafoni, where once or twice a month they would give general lectures.

The enemies of Islam benefited from this movement’s revolution as the leaders of Nigeria
sought the help of Western countries to aid Nigeria in fighting against the movement. The
movement focused on some books, or snippets of certain books, which exhort to jihad and
explain actions which nullify iman.* The books which they study include: tafseer of the Qut’an;
Sabeeh nl-Bukhari; Riyadh us-Saliheen; Bulngh ul-Maram; ar-Risalah by Imam Ibn Abt Zayd; Usil uth-
Thalathah and Kitib ut-Tawheed by Muhammad ibn *AbdulWahhab; Abkdm ul-Jand’iz;® Kitib us-
Saldh by Shaykh al-Albani; a/-Wali’ wa’l-Bara’ by Shaykh Fawzan and other works. Abu Yusuf
was therefore greatly occupied with lessons to the extent that toward the end of the week he
would go and give lessons in other cities and states.

They also had lessons for memorisation of the Qur’an for children and these took place in
Masjid Ibn Taymiyyah, children would learn the Qur’an with tajweed and memorise Prophetic
Awrad. Students, male and female, wore Islamic attire. Teachers had the opportunity to cultivate,

preach and inculcate to the children the ideas of the movement. On account of members of the

43 [TN]: This study was written before the movement had gone into hiding, retreated to the shadows
and began its post 2010 campaign.

44 [TN]: So they did not adequately start with the correct cultivation of tawheed and sunnah, there is
thus no doubt that their misplaced priorities and focus on politics, takfeer and jihad has led them to
such deviation.

45 [TN]: ?!
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movement speaking Arabic, due to the status of Arabic in Islam, some people thought that they
were not Nigerians but rather from other African countries. The group therefore tried to
distinguish them from the Nigerian Salafis and view them as being lazy.* This is clear in some of
the writings of Muhammad Yusuf who poured scorn on the scholars for being lazy even though

he sometimes forbade members of the movement from calling the *Ulama “tawagheet”.”

4.4 The Movement’s Academic Sources

The “Boko Haram” leaders assert that they depend on the scholars of the past for their views
and it was the way of their leader to always credit the works which they utilise and make mention
of the sources and references. For example, he mentioned: Shaykh Bakr Abua Zayd, a/-Madaris al-
Alamiyyah al-Ajnabiyyah [Foreign International Schools]; Shaykh *AbdulMalik ar-Ramadani al-
Jaz2iti, Madarik un-Nadbr fi’s-Siyasah [Perceptions of Viewing Politics|;* Hukm ul-Jabiliyyah, which
is a compilation of atticles by Shaykh Ahmad Shakir; a/ Timaniyyah, by Shaykh Ahmad Shakir® —
which was a book which Muhammad Yasuf in some lectures stated influenced him.” Of the
other main works which the movement depends on are the Fatawa of Lajnah ad-Da imab; Majmn’
al-Fatawa by Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah; books of Ibn ul-Qayyim; Tafseer Ibn Katheer; and

the fatawa of some contemporary scholars such as al-Albani, Bin Baz and *Uthaymeen.”!

46 [TN]: Which clearly shows that such extremist groups are not “Salafi” in the slightest, and do not

view themselves as such, this is important for researchers to bear in mind.

47 Muhammad Yusuf’s “Sharh” of Kashf ush-Shubuhat.

48 [TN]: Irony in its most vivid form! If there was ever an oxymoron used by a Takfiri group it would

be this. This book is an odd work for the group to have utilised as the crux, intent and purpose is to

rebut the manhaj of groups such as “Boko Haram”. So either they did not understand it at all; or they

misread it; or they never actually read it; or they just mentioned it for show.

49 [TN]: Actually, the book is by Safar al-Hawali.

50 Muhammad Yisuf’s “Sharh” of Kashf ush-Shubuhat

51 [TN]: Yet this was during pre-2009 and in the early stages of the group before Shaytan deviated

them to out and out Kharijiyyah. It is evident that there is a clear problem:

% The group had no scholars among them, only Huffadh, so they had no adequate

understanding or ability to delve into the books.

% They appear to have had a hotch-potch manhaj, based on picking and taking from different
works, with no scholars.

% They may not have understood these works, merely possessing them but not understanding
them.

% They blindly followed Muhammad Yasuf and whatever he spouted, the main followers thus

had no idea as to these works.
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The leaders of the movement regularly mentioned that the fatawa which they used to justify
rebellion against the leaders are scholars of the past and they are the not ones who have reached
these views themselves, they are merely reading, explaining these past rulings and then translating
them into the Hausa language. Thus, Abu Yusuf would deny that he was bringing something
from himself claiming but that he was rather “clarifying the reality”, and as a result he would
challenge all who described him as “a Takfirt child”, “lacking knowledge”, “mistaken”, “reading
incorrectly”. This is also repeated by the current leader [Abu Bakr Sheku] who claims that all

who acknowledge the democratic system, and those Ulama who make alliances with Christians

is all baseless and will not avert them from implementing Allah’s Order.

5.0 Boko Haram’s Links With al-Qa’ida

The group’s spiritual connection to al-Qa’idah is evident in their adoption of suicide bombings
and furthermore the current leader [Abu Bakr Sheku| has described Abu Mus’ab az-Zarqawi, and
others, as being a “Mujahideen”.” Recently, the links have been clearer in certain stances as
admitted by one of the movement’s spokesmen Musa Tanku. In a BBC Hausa report after the
death of their leader the spokesman stated that Boko Haram had now joined up with al-Qa’ida.”
This can also possibly be explained as a technique to arouse fear among the Nigerian leaders and
security services without it having any reality.”* Based on what some news agencies on the
internet have reported that Boko Haram have joined up with al-Qa’idah fr'l-Maghrib al-Islami
[al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghrib] as stated by its leader Aba Mus’ab ’AbdulWadud al-Jaza’ir1. He

mentioned that he would like to expand his concept of state to include Northern Nigeria.” Yet

< The events of 2009, coupled with their already distorted Khawarij approach, radicalised the

movement even further to become the full blown Khawarij phenomenon which we currently
have today in Nigeria. Then on top of all of this, they were incorporated into the global
modern Khawarij worldview by al-Qa’idah in Maghrib, Mali and Algeria who exploited them,
after the slaying of their leader and members in this most brutal of ways, in the most
pragmatic of ways for their own interests.

52 Muhammad Yusuf, Hadhihi ’Ageedatuna, p.65.

53 Jthan Mustafa, Muheet newspaper, Boko Haram: Kabus Obama fee Nigeria [Boko Haram:

Obama’s Nightmare in Nigeria]. Online.

[TN]: which corroborates that Boko Haram was radicalised further by the events surrounding the

leaders death and the iron fist of the Nigerian police and security services.

54 [TN]: Yet time has now shown that it is indeed a real and tangible connection.

55 Arabic Online news report entitled, Taliban ul-Jaza’ir Tumudd Yaduha ila Taliban Naygeeriyah

[Algerian Taliban Reaches Out its Hand to the Nigerian Taliban]. Tuesday 15 June 2010.
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some news agencies claimed that the movement had now established a close relationship with
the Algerian Salafi-Jihadi organisation and rebels in Chad present in Borno State. These
organisational agreements, based on the movement’s principles, were made under the leadership
of Abi Yisuf Muhammad Yasuf.”® Relaying these reports do not mean that they are all true, yet
it is anyway an indication to the movement’s affiliation, even if just ideologically, to the al-

Qa’idah organisation.

6.0 Boko Haram’s Funding Streams

Based on the aforementioned reports, and others, some analysts have argued that al-Qa’idah is
the main funder of the movement. Yet some claim that some Nigerian politicians began funding
Muhammad Yusuf and his movement when they saw his enthusiasm against the government, so
as a result they finance all Boko Haram’s activities.”” While others suggest that some wealthy
individuals who wanted to be linked to Muhammad Yusuf’s “Jama’at Ahl us-Sunnah li’'d-Da’wah
wa’l-Jihad” in the 1990s are the ones who fund the movement. All of this is speculation and
needs strong verification, yes! Researchers are to ask: who funded Muhammad Yusuf during his
life? He never inherited any wealth, never sold real estate, was not known to trade and, in the
most distant of assumptions, he was never employed! He devoted himself to da’wah. He stated,
in defending himself, that he had brothers who invested his money and were farmers on a large
area of land he possessed, yet people have not been convinced by this explanation due to what
the movement has achieved, which is substantial when considering the claim that he had no
income.

With this, the people continue to ask, seeking a sufficient answer, “who was financially
supporting Muhammad Yusuf when he would buy sheep and cows for his followers every week
at his centre?” These feasts, along with other things, which are above the financial capabilities
and means of a common man to finance, have signalled to some analysts that he must have had a
secret source of funding. These questions are repeatedly asked by journalists and those who
monitor the movement. President Goodluck Jonathan has frankly stated that there are factions

who support the movement within the Nigerian government itself, yet neither he, nor any other

See: http://www.elbashayer.com/news-101568.html

56 Arabic Online news report entitled, Hageeat Jama’ah “Boko Haram” fee Naygeeriyah [The Reality
of the Boko Haram Group in Nigeria].

See: http://alrased.net/main/articles.aspx?selected article no=4274

57 Rafiu Oriyami, Nigeria’s Boko Haram, 30 July 20009. See:
http://www.onislam.net/english/news/3337/432136.html
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minister or member of the government, have elaborated further. It is true that some members of
the movement sold their property and informed women that they were getting prepared for
jihad, this was in the beginning [i.e. 2009]. The movement’s activists gathered traders and
businessmen who they thought would be supportive of the movement. Then there was not as
much mystery surrounding the issue as it has reached today, as the movement has continued in

activities more far-reaching than looking for material and financial support.

7.0 The Da’wah Impact of the Movement Inside, and Outside of, Nigeria

There is no doubt that what has occurred in Northern Nigeria has had a detrimental effect on
the da’wah, from the aspect that members of the movement had a strong sense of affiliation to
Ahl us-Sunnah and as a result some of the enemies of the Sunnah, some Christians and Ahl ul-
Bida’, have used the rise of Boko Haram to defame Ahl us-Sunnah totally by trying to incite the
government against them but, all praise is due to Allah, this has only been minimal. This is due
to the efforts of the "Ulama of Ahl us-Sunnah in clarifying the actual methodology of the Sunnah
and persevering in trying to advise the leaders of Jama'at Abl us-Sunna li'd-Da’wab wa’l-Jihad in
Nigeria. Even though the enemies of Islam generally benefitted from the rise of this movement
as they added Northern Niger to their black list of terrorist locations. This in turn led the leaders
of Nigeria to seek support from Western nations in order to challenge the movement and reach
a series of agreements to this end. Thus, Nigerian security services receive counter-terrorism
training and after the conflicts in Kano the US opened a base there, yet the people have not seen

any positive developments from such politics.

8.0 The Stance of the ’Ulama and General Public in Nigeria against Boko Haram and
their Views

The ’Ulama of Ahl us-Sunnah in Nigeria have stood against “Jama’at Ahl us-Sunnah li’d-Da’wah
wa’l-Jihad” since the beginning and have made clear to the leader of the group the distortion of
their manhaj. They have also given lectures about the movement, written publications and
articles about them, debated them regarding their approach. Yet the movement accuse the
’Ulama in Nigeria of being lazy and not working to aid the deen. The ’Ulama have reiterated to
them that the affair of da’wah needs wisdom and good preaching and not the manhaj of violence
and language of arms, for these events are a fitna and thus calm and supplication is necessary. As
a result, Qunut is being prayed in the Masajid of Ahl us-Sunnah in Nigeria. The stance of the

common people is the same as that of the scholars in Nigeria, however they feel no sympathy for
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the Nigerian security services and what happens to them due to the torture and heavy handed

treatment they receive from them.

9.0 Conclusion
This study is a summarised history of Jama'at Abl us-Sunnab li'd-Da’wah wa’l-Jihad [The Group of
the People of Sunnah for Preaching and Struggle], aka “Boko Haram”, and an account of what
led to its rise. It had an emphasis on seeking Shari’ knowledge and viewed that studying in the
country’s educational system opposed their manhaj of education. Yet there is nothing to verify
that they make takfeer of all Muslims, rather they focus on fighting three categories:

¢ Security services

% Christians

% Defectors and whistle-blowers
Thousands have been killed from the above categories, including common people and innocent
civilians. The movement believe that these actions will bring about an Islamic state in Nigeria.
The Nigerian government became involved in some transgressions against them and took every
means to crack down on the movement and was thus able to arrest three members of the
movement. As for the people, then they feel that they were oppressed for years by politicians
and the leaders and that now it has come back on them. Despite this, the general Nigerian
people are fearful at what has occurred and thus beseech Allah to remove this fitna from the

nation.

Dr Ahmad Murtada
Islamic Studies Department, Bayero University

Kano, Nigeria
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Translator’s Appendices

Appendix 1

The Salaf and the Classical Scholars on Rebelling Against the Leaders

There is a consensus that rebellion against the oppressive leaders and transgressors is not to be
done. As for the consensus which clearly indicates this is that which was stated by Imam an-

Nawawli (rahimabullah) in his explanation of Saheeh Muslim wherein he stated:
b 423 1915701y okl fLaL pl b (@ BBg (eglde g I Ll

As for revolting against the rulers and leaders and fighting against them then it is

haram (impermissible) according to the consensus of the Muslims, even if they are

sinful transgressors.*

Imam Abu Ja’far at-Tahawi, author of Ageedah Tabawiyyah, which was explained by Ibn Abi’l-"Tzz

al-Hanafi, states:
dslb .f;:j.\g @a Y ‘p'@-:'\" lgeli W9 1gybr Ol U)}ei 8Y99 Leodd ‘515« Uf;‘ S5 Yy

-
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We do not view (that it is permissible to) revolt against our leaders or those who are
responsible for our affairs and even if they transgress we do not make du’a against
them and we do not take back the covenant of obedience from them and we view

that obedience to them is from obedience to Allah and obligatory® as long as they

58 Meaning: even if those Muslim rulers are sinners and transgressors. This is found in vol.12, p.229 of
Imam an-Nawaw1’s Sharh of Saheeh Muslim.
59 Meaning: responding in obedience to the leader is as if you have responded in obedience to Allah, it

is obligatory.
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do not command to disobedience and we make du’a to Allah for them to have

cotrectness and good health.*

Ibn Battal, who has an explanation of Saheeh Bukhari which has been published:
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The fuquha (Islamic jurists) have reached consensus that obedience must be made
to the leader who becomes dominant (mutaghallib)® and making jihad with him
and that obeying him is better than revolting against him due to the blood which
would be spilt in that and this would not be permissible unless there was clear kufr

from the leader.®

Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajar al-’Asqalani transmitted this in his book Fazh a/-Bari vol.13, p.7 from Imam

60 Instead of making du’a against them we make du’a for them as Imam Ahmad (rahimahullah)

mentioned.

61 Shaykh ’Ali Hasan al-Halabi al-Athari stated at the Imam al-Albani Centre in Jordan in 2006:

Here we must stop at this word “mutaghallib (the one who overpowers and
becomes dominant)” for a while. In the next session it will be made apparent to us
that the paths for a ruler acquiring power are numerous and from the paths are in
the case of a ruler who becomes dominant and overpowers others (al-
Mutaghallib). 1t is when a person opposes the Divine Legislation and revolts
against the Muslim leader and thus becomes dominant, and this has happened in
Islamic history and the scholars noted that this opposes the Divine Legislation.
However, the one who revolted against the Muslim ruler has established and
settled security and command now and is able to control the Muslim lands as he
obviously is a Muslim yet has opposed the consensus of the Muslims by revolting
in the first place yet has seized the reins of power from the first bearers of it. The
scholars have reached agreement that the leader who overpowers the reins of
authority from another leader is to be obeyed and this is Divine Legislated. Why?
Because it is feared that revolting against this one again will only cause a worse
tribulation. For that reason, the greatest intents of the Divine Legislation is that

preventing the harms takes precedence over enforcing the benefit.

62 Shaykh ’Ali Hasan al-Halabi al-Athari stated at the Imam al-Albani Centre in Jordan in 2006:
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Ibn Abt’l-’1zz al-Hanaft in Sharh ut-Tabawiyyah, p.370 mentions:
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Adhering to obedience to them (i.e. the leaders), even if they oppress, because revolting
against them will result in greater corruptions than their oppression. Rather, to be patient
with their transgression absolves one from evil actions and multiplies the rewards. Allah
has only placed such leaders over us due to our corrupt actions so the results are from the
actions being done, so it is for us to strive in seeking forgiveness from Allah and to repent
and rectify our actions...So if the people want to be free from the oppression of the
oppressive leader they have to leave off oppression themselves.
Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (rahimabullah) mentioned:

For this reason, it became established with Ahl us-Sunnah to avoid fighting during
times of fitna due to the verified authentic ahadeeth from the Prophet (sallallahu
’alayhi wassallam). Ahl us-Sunnah began to mention this within their books of
’aqeedah and they exhorted to have patience with the oppression of the leaders and
to avoid fighting against them. Generally, Ahl us-Sunnah strive to obey Allah and
His Messenger according to their capability. They know that Allah sent
Muhammad (sallallahu ’alayhi wassallam) to benefit the living and provision of the
servants (of Allah), for he instructed to rectification and forbade causing
corruption. So if an action has within it benefit and harm, the most appropriate of
the two are chosen. If there are more benefits in an action then it is better to do the
action but if there is more harm within any given action then it is better and more

correct to leave the action.

As now the leader would have been expelled from the condition of being a Muslim
due to falling into clear kufir. For this reason, the Prophet (sallallahu alayhi
wassallam) said: “Until you see clear (buwahan) kufr, for which you have with
you evidence from Allah.” Pay attention here: “you have with you (‘indakum)”
meaning that this evidence is firmly settled in your hearts and is clear in front of

your eyes, not any type of kufr rather it must be clear, explicit and apparent!
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Ibn Taymiyyah continues:
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Allah sent the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu ’alayhi wassallam) to achieve and
perfect benefit and to avoid causing harm and lessen it. So when the Khaleefah is
assumed by Khulafa’ like of Yazeed, ’AbdulMalik, Manstir and others it was said
(by some) “they have to be removed from power and fought against so that others

are in charge” as was stated by those who wanted to use the sword to remove him

2% —(1406y LoV andall — illy aellall 2l 3 dnga — dlo syt 1t - s ) - sl Adl 7lee (63)
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from power, and this is a harmful view as the harms involved in this are more than
any benefits which can be achieved. It is very rare that anyone who revolted against
the ruler who has power except that the evil consequences were greater than any
good which was brought about. Such as those who revolted against Yazeed in
Madeenah® and Ibn ’Ash’ath who revolted against ’AbdulMalik in ‘Iraq® and like
ibn Muhallab® who revolted against his son in Khurasan and like Abit Muslim who

called other to revolt in Khurasan®’ and like those who revolted against al-Mansiir

64 Yazeed ibn Mu’awiyah ibn Ab1 Sufyan.

65 ‘AbdulMalik bin Marwan.

66 This is referring to Yazeed ibn al-Muhallab who revolted against Yazeed bin ’AbdulMalik in Iraq in
the year 101 AH (719-720 CE), he was a provincial governor in the time of the Umayyad Dynasty. In 78
AH (697-98 CE) al-Hajjaj bin Yoosuf appointed al-Muhallab governor of Khurasan. In 82 AH (701-
702 CE) al-Muhallab’s son Mughirah died al-Muhallab sent Yazeed to replace him. Shortly afterwards,
al-Muhallab died and al-Hajjaj appointed al-Muhallab’s son Yazeed governor. There Yazeed
confronted external and internal enemies, including some rebels entering his province who were
supporters of ’AbdurRahman ibn Muhammad ibn al-Ash’ath but Yazeed ibn al-Muhallab put down
their insurrections. In A.H. 85 (704-705) al-Hajjaj replaced Yazeed bin al-Muhallab naming al-
Mufaddal governor of Khurasan. Various reasons are suggested, including that al-Hajjaj encountered
a prophecy that his successor would be named “Yazeed” and al-Hajjaj thought that Yazeed ibn al-
Muhallab was his only threat. Al-Hajjaj imprisoned and tortured Yazeed bin al-Muhallab. In 9o AH
(708-709), Yazeed ibn al-Muhallab escaped and made his way to Palestine where he was granted
refuge by Sulayman bin ’AbdulMalik. When Sulayman bin ’AbdulMalik became king in 96 AH (715) he
appointed Yazeed ibn al-Muhallab as governor of 'Iraq, The next year Sulayman appointed Yazeed ibn
al-Muhallab governor of Khurasan. Yazeed fought in Jurjan and Tabaristan, where he personally
engaged in combat. In 99 AH (717-718) the new caliph 'Umar bin ’Abdul’Azeez (rahimahullah)
dismissed Yazeed ibn al-Muhallab due to his tortures against people of conquered territories,
especially Turks and Sogds. Yazeed ibn al-Muhallab was captured on his way to Basra and brought
before 'Umar ibn ’Abdul’Azeez who imprisoned him. In 101 AH (719-720) when 'Umar fell ill, Yazeed
ibn al-Muhallab escaped to ‘Iraq where he had support and many followers and then ibn al-Muhallab
refused to acknowledge Yazeed ibn ’AbdulMalik as caliph and led a very serious uprising against
Yazeed ibn ’AbdulMalik. Initially successful, Yazeed ibn al-Muhallab was defeated and killed by the
forces of al-’Abbas ibn al-Waleed and Maslamah ibn ’AbdulMalik.

See Muhammad ibn Jareer at-Tabari, Tareekh: The Zenith of the Marwanid House, transl. Martin
Hinds (Albany: SUNY, 1990), vol.23; also vol.24, The Empire in Transition, transl. David Stephen
Powers, (Albany: SUNY, 1989).

67 He is Abui Muslim ’AbdurRahman ibn Muslim al-Khurasani (700-755 CE). He was a Persian Shi’a
Abbasid general who was the first to wage the major rebellion against the Bani 'Umayyah [Umayyads].

His birth name was Behzadan before his father Vandad Hurmuz converted to Shi’ism and then
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in Madeenah and Basra and the likes of those. All of these examples in history led
to corruption and evil and did not bring about any good. The aim of those people
(who revolted) was that either they were overpowered or they were victorious for a
while and then their rule ended and there was no longevity or effect. As >Abdullah
bin ’Ali and Abi Muslim were the two who killed many people and they were both
killed by Abu Ja’far al-Mansiir. As for the people of Harrah, and Ibn ul-’Ash’ath
and ibn ul-Muhallab, who also revolted, then they were defeated along with their
companions and they did not establish anything in the deen and nothing remained
for them in the dunya. By Allah they did not instruct to anything which rectified
the deen or the dunya® even if the one who done that (revolt against the leader) is

from the people who Allah protects or from those who have been promised

adopted the name ‘Muslim’. He was a major supporter of the Abbasid cause against the Umayyads and
had met the Abbasid leader Ibraheem bin Muhammad in Makkah and close friends with Abu’l-’Abbas
as-Saffah, the first Abbasid Caliph. Abi Muslim took Merve in 747 defeating the governor Nasr bin
Sayyar and Shayban al-Khariji, one of the Khawarij who wanted to rule the Khilafah. Aba Muslim
received support and funding from the Abbasids for crushing revolts from Muslims and Zoroastrians
[such as that of Behafarid who was hanged] and by 750 he was in full control of the Abbasid military
heralding the decisive defeat of the Umayyads in 750 at the Battle of the Zab. This was followed by
Abt Muslim storming Damascus. Abu’l-’Abbas’ brother, al-Mansiir, advised his brother to assassinate
Abt Muslim due to his growing power and influence. In 755 CE al-Mansiir had five of his guards
assassinate Abii Muslim and throw his body into the River Tigris. A number of further revolts started
in Khurasan and Kurdistan due to Abt Muslim’s murder with even Zorastrians deploring the murder
and joining revolts against al-Mansiir, on the grounds of being Persian. A Persian man by the name of
Hashim bin al-Hakim (aka “al-Muganna’”), who had claimed to be a Prophet and dabbled in magic
and fortune-telling, formed a sect known as the “Khuramiyyah” who claimed that Aba Muslim was the
Mahd1 and had not in fact died and other beliefs of Hulil and Wahdat ul-Wujad. Al-Muganna’s
followers raided and looted homes and mosques and were thus crushed by the Abbasids, al-Muganna’
poisoned himself rather than be captured by the Abbasids and his sect continued up until the 12th
Century CE they believed he would return!? Some European freemasonic cults claim a link to al-
Mugqganna’. Another Persian Majiisi by the name of Sunpadh/Sindbad the Zoroastrian vowed to
destroy the Ka’bah in retaliation of the murder of Aba Muslim. Sunpadh’s revolts were crushed by the
Abbasid general Juhar ibn Murad during the Caliphate of al-Manstr. Then there was another Persian
known as Ishaq at-Turk who also claimed that Aba Muslim was a prophet sent to reform
Zoroastrianism, he was executed by the Abbasid ruler of Khurasan.

68 Which indicates that the Divine Legislation (Sharee’ah) is established upon islah (rectification),
either something is for the rectification of the deen or for the rectification of the dunya. (Shaykh ’Ali
Hasan al-Halabi al-Athari, lesson at Markaz al-Albani, Amman with some brothers from London,
March 2006 CE) — [TN]
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Paradise, they are not better than Ali, A’ishah, Talhah or Zubayr and others (radi
Allahu ‘anhum). For this reason, even though they were companions they were not
praised for what they done of fighting, and they were of a high position in the sight
of Allah and were of the best of intentions from among the people. Likewise the
people of Harrah had among them people of knowledge, deen and manners,
likewise the companions of Ibn ’Ash’ath had among them people of knowledge
and deen and Allah will forgive all of them.
Ibn Taymiyyah continues:

Al-Hasan al-Basri used to say: ‘Hajjaj is a punishment from Allah, and the
punishment of Allah cannot be averted by your hands rather you have to have
submission and humility to Allah, for Allah says, “And We had gripped them with
suffering [as a warning], but they did not yield to their Lord, nor did they humbly
supplicate, [and will continue thus]...” {al-Mumineen (23): 76}’

The virtuous Muslims forbade revolting and fighting during times of tribulation, as
‘Abdullah ibn *Umar, Sa’eed ibn Musayyib, ’Ali ibn Husayn and others forbade the
people during the year of al-Muharrah against revolting against Yazeed, as Hasan
al-Basri, Mujahid and others forbade revolt during the fitnah of ibn ‘Ash’ath. For
this reason it became an established rule with Ahl us-Sunnah to abandon fighting
during times of fitnah due to the verified authentic ahadeeth from the Prophet
(sallallahu ’alayhi wassallam). Ahl us-Sunnah began to mention this within their
books of ’aqeedah and they exhorted to have patience with the oppression of the
leaders and to avoid fighting against them, even though many of the people of
knowledge and deen fought during those early tribulations. The issue of fighting
the people of transgression along with commanding the good and forbidding the
evil is an issue which is similar to fighting during times of fitna. Whoever
contemplates on the verified authentic hadeeth from the Prophet (sallallahu ’alayhi
wassallam) regarding this issue and also reflects on the considerations of the
people of insight will know that the Prophetic texts come with the best view. For
this reason, when Husayn wanted to leave to go to the people of al-’Iraq after they
had written many letters to him, the notables of the people of knowledge and deen
such as Ibn ’Umar, Ibn ’Abbas and Aba Bakr ibn ’AbdirRahman ibn il-Harith ibn
il-Hisham advised him not to go as they thought that he would be killed.®® To the

extent that some of them said “may you place your trust in Allah from being

69 When Husayn (radi Allahu ‘anhu) said that he wanted to go they told him not to go. [TN]
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killed.”’? Allah and His Messenger command for benefit and not harm, however
views can be correct at times and mistaken at other times. It would emerge that the
affair was as they (the companions) had said and there was not in his (Husayn’s)
insurrection any benefit for the deen and no benefit for the dunya, rather those
oppressors and transgressors were established the earth and Husayn was killed
unjustly and was martyred. Within his insurrection and his being killed was great
corruption which would not have occurred had he remained in his country. He only
intended to establish good and ward off from evil, yet he did not achieve anything.
Rather, evil increased in his revolt and due to his death and the good was
diminished with that and that (his revolt) became a reason for great evil, as the
killing of Husayn caused tribulation just as the killing of ‘Uthman caused
tribulation. So all of this makes clear that what the Prophet (sallallahu ’alayhi
wassallam) instructed regarding patience with the oppression of leaders and
avoiding fighting them or trying to revolt against them is the most rectifying affair
of the servants (of Allah) in the dunya and the Hereafter and whoever opposed this
intentionally’! or mistakenly’?, no rectification was realised with his action rather
cortuption.’3

Shaykh >Abdullateef bin >AbdurRahmian bin Hasan Al ush-Shaykh stated in ad-Durur as-Sunniyyah
fi Apwibatin-Najdiyyah,” vol.7, pp.177-78:
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70 Meaning: before he went out they said “you will be killed.” [TN]

71 [TN]: Meaning: to intend corruption.

72 Such as one who wants rectification yet does not realise it. [TN]

73 Minhaj us-Sunnah, vol.4, pp.528-532.

74 This was compiled by ’AbdurRahman bin Qasim and was printed by Dar ul-Ifta’, Riyadh and the
second printing was in 1385 AH/1965 CE, while the fifth edition was printed in 1413 AH/1992 CE, the
sixth printing was in 1417 AH/1996 CE. There is also a print dated 1420 AH/1999CE.

33

© SalafiManhaj 2013



Boko Haram Movement in Nigeria: Beginnings, Principles and Activities

as\b § odall Jal o A>T gy | SIS aag—aially A1 Jalanly Ly Ol e ) sUild

Alergg ‘47\-4:}1\ OLST P A asb C}m‘i Lo &) 3LEYNg

ade L5 ) Lomdll Jgoy Sloesl o zlondt Spsl pg—logie Js ) )= pos 0l OIS)
LY 4 oS @l 4 asd Led aslb e Ogniag Yy wigeily Y- Loy oITs

(o @Rl e g (Sl ey et ot 1S ) ey @ SlS
Y Sl o ol g e galisly

W gmyy A Aty 09,0l lgradly LY DIl e WYY slade o 1da Jo Jndl ezl
Wy cpll gl S § Sy pme 52 Sz 5i p plal IS o Al & 3g15

Al Jal e sl eadslag | cCardl 1,8 raked) SO o gt 1 bl g IS

cé\,ﬁ‘\ J;uei S o \}1:53 ‘g"g‘j-.'j ‘..GJ\J.AE E.gi &P TJ_\,O.C« 1?.3 ciﬂfiﬂr \}Lﬁj ‘Q'.'.'U‘j

S a9y sl @ o el g Uty ag G B el OF B 3 Oy Add3-) 15h3g
(Y1 S LY Bpd S ang Mllally eelllly o3y dgde oy g o
jlis d o o A5 Y D1 £Y¥5a ao £y Gl o slaeg cdaw o Eg (s ppills (lleg
Py e
TF o Ty (rpd) op ey (] o ety BT 1S dall Jal e W) A2
Sl collaall pudl o @By L gl e @aas § aBy. @ Blptly galy 2 Bl
OF whay Yo I3 aag ¢ i o A 187 (B 0 JBg cad Igoensly (M3 ) 19839 (il

.AT"...V.@.:L; UJ‘;‘ g;B Yy sl (K9 £ 7 e [FES

A similitude can be put to you with al-Hajjaj bin Yusuf ath-Thaqgafi and he became famous

in the Ummabh for his oppression, suppression, excess in blood-shed and dishonouring the
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sanctities of Allah and killing whoever he wanted from the notables of the Ummah: such
as Sa’eed bin Jubayr and besieging Ibn az-Zubayr even though he had sought refuge in the
Haram, Hajjaj made lawful the sanctified and killed Ibn az-Zubayr.” Even though Ibn az-
Zubayr had pledged obedience to him along with the people of Makkah, Madeenah, al-
Yemen and the majority of al-Iraq. Hajjaj was the deputy of Marwan, but neither did any
of the Khulafa’ nor any of the influential people in authority pledge allegiance to Marwan.
Yet with this, none of the people of knowledge withheld from obedience to him and
complying with him in those matters where obedience is allowed from the pillars of Islam
and its obligations. Ibn ’Umar (radi Allahn ‘anhuma) and those present from the
Companions of the Prophet (sallallibu alayhi wassallam) at the time did not challenge him or
prevent anyone from obeying him in those things which Islam instructs and perfect
eeman. It was likewise during the time of Hajjaj for the Successors (Tabi’een) like: Ibn ul-
Musayyib, al-Hasan al-Basri, Ibn Seereen, Ibraheem at-Taymi and their likes from the
illustrious people of the Ummah. This way continued among the leading scholars of the
Ummah who instructed obedience to Allah and His Messenger, and jihad in the way of
Allah with every leader whether righteous or sinful as is well-known in the books of Usul
ud-Deen (Religious Principles) and ’Aqa’id (Creed). And likewise during the epoch of
Banu ’Abbas (the Abbasids), for they gained ascendancy over the Muslim lands via the
sword, and none of the people of knowledge and deer helped them in this, and they killed
many from creation such as killing a large amount of the Bani Umayyah (Umayyads) and
their leaders and deputies. They killed Ibn Hubayrah, the leader of ’Iraq and they killed the
Khaleefah Marwan, to the extent that it has been transmitted that they killed around 80
members of Banu Umayyah in just one day and they laid a blanket over their corpses and
sat on them calling for food and drink!!! Yet with all of this, the way of the Imams of the
time such as: al-Awza’1, Malik, az-Zuhti, al-Layth ibn Sa’d, ’Ata’ bin Abi Rabah with those
kings is not hidden from anyone who has any share of knowledge and awareness. The
third stage of scholars included: Ahmad, Muhammad bin Isma’il, Muhammad bin Idrees,
Ahmad bin Nuh, Ishaq bin Rahawayh and their brothers, and during their time were kings
with major innovations, such as denying the Attributes of Allah and calling to that and
they (the scholars from the People of Sunnah) were put to the test in this regard. And

whomsoever was killed during this era such as Ahmad bin Nasr, yet with all of this it is not

75 [TN]: ’Abdullah bin Zubayr ibn al-’Awwam, his mother was Asma bint Abi Bakr, may Allah be
pleased with them all. Upon the succession of Yazeed bin Mu’awiyah, ’Abdullah bin Zubayr did not
pledge allegiance along with Husayn bin ’Ali. Hajjaj crucified and beheaded him.
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known that any of them removed the hand of obedience and did not view that khurg
(rebellion) should be made against those leaders.
Generally, the "Ulama outline some conditions in regards to revolt. Imam Ibn ’Uthaymeen
(rabimabullah) stated:
It is not permissible to revolt against the leaders except with some affirmed principles
because ghurij against them, these principles are:

1. To know for certain that they have come with something which is &ufr

2. That we have to know that this £#fr is clear and needs no interpretation. It has to be
manifest and apparently clear because clarity, as the hadeeth mentions, is something which is
apparently clear. As Allah says about Pharaoh, “Pharaoh said: ‘O Hamman build for
me a tower that I might reach for the ways. The ways into the heavens...”” {Ghafir
(40): 36-7} So it has to be clear and as for different possible interpretations and
explanations then this does not justify departing from eeszan.

3. That we have from Allah a clear and decisive proof that is clear like the sun that indicates
that this action is indeed 4#fr. We have to know for sure that this is £&#fr and we have to
know that he has become a disbeliever without any room whatsoever for interpretation, as
the Prophet (sallallallabn “alaybhi wassallam) said: “Until you see clear kufr which you have a proof
Sfrom Allah about.”

4. Ability to remove such a leader. As for us knowing that we cannot have the ability to
remove him except by fighting him which will involve bloodshed and the sanctities being
dishonoured- then this is not permissible for us to speak about doing at all. Rather, we ask
Allah to guide such a ruler or for Allah to remove him, this is because if we do it (i.e. try to
remove the ruler) yet we do not have the ability to do that, will it be possible for the ruler
to retract from what he is upon? No! Rather, he will increase in what he is upon and those
who support him will increase. Therefore, in this instance our effort in trying to revolt
against the leader will cause greater harm and bati/ will not cease but rather strengthen and
the sin will be upon us and it will be us who have laced the swords on our own necks.
There is no one wiser than Allah and He did not obligate the Prophet (sallallabu “alayhi
wassallam) and the companions to fight except until when they had an independent state.
Before this they were weak in Makkah, some were imprisoned, some killed, some had
rocks placed on their chests in the burning sun and Muhammad (sallallahn “alayhi wassallam)
returned from Makkah bleeding after he has rocks thrown at him by the people of T2’if.
Yet with all of this, the Prophet (sallallibn “alayhi wassallam) was not instructed to fight

because Allah is the Most Wise. Unfortunately, you will not find anyone who disobeyed

36

© SalafiManhaj 2013



Boko Haram Movement in Nigeria: Beginnings, Principles and Activities

the Messenger of Allah (sa/lallabu “alayhi wassallam) and revolted against the leader, except
that he greatly regretted what he had done and was a cause of harm to his people. He was
not successful in removing the Imam from power, and I do not intend here the greater
Imam (Khaleefah) as that has not been with us for ages, rather I intend by ‘Imam’ all of
those people who have authority and rulership.”™

Ibn Hajar mentions:
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Ibn ut-Teen transmitted from ad-Dawudi that: ‘What the Ulama are upon in
regards to the tyrannical rulers is that if it is able to remove them without causing
fitna and oppression then such a removal is obligatory. If not then it is wajib to be
patient.” Some of them said that it is not permissible to have a sinful leader in place
from the outset, but if tyranny happens after he was just then the scholars differ
over whether such a leader should be revolted against. What is more correct is that
he is not to be removed unless he disbelieves, at which point it is obligatory to
remove him from power.”

Shaykh ’Ali bin Hasan al-Halabr al-Athart also noted at the Imam al-Albani Centre in Jordan in

2006:
Some people have thrown doubt upon this foundation which we have mentioned and they
have tried to refute it due to some events that took place at the dawn of Islamic history
which stemmed from the tribulations which took place between the companions of the
Prophet (radi Allah “anbum). They thus use as a proof against the consensus the examples of
al-Husayn, ’Abdullah ibn Zubayr, and those who were with them from the people of
Madeenah in revolting against Bani ‘Umayyah. This was at the beginnings of Islamic

history when the companions were still present. There are two aspects to refute this doubt:

76 End of Imam "Uthaymeen’s words from Sharh uz-Zad ul-Mustaqni’ in explaining the preventions of
inheritance.

77 Ibn Hajar, Fath ul-Bart, vol.13, p.8.
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All of this stemmed from the tribulation which took place among the companions
(radi Allabn ‘anbum) about whom the Messenger of Allah said: “If mzy companions are mentioned
then be silent” so it 1s not permissible to use as an evidence an issue which was a tribulation
which is prohibited to enter, use as an evidence or even discuss. This is evidence in itself
and it opposes the text, opposes any benefit and opposes the general evidences from the
Divine Legislation.

The second thing is that many of the people of knowledge noted that this
disagreement took place in the beginning however the consensus which was later
established opposed it (revolt). The statement from Imam an-Nawawi wherein he stated:
‘This difference was in the beginning and then the consensus developed that
ptrevented revolting against the Muslim leaders.”” There are other statements such as
that in at-Tabdeeb wa’t-Tahdbeeb of al-Hatidh Ibn Hajar al-’Asqalani who mentioned in whilst
highlighting the biography of al-Hasan ibn Salih ibn Hayy. He noted: ‘This was in the
affair in the past at the beginning of Islam and then the Ummah agreed upon the

opposite.’

This demonstrates that in the first affair some scholars allowed it, but then later the Ummah

concurred that revolt should not be done. This has been documented, but some choose to

ignore where the scholar highlight the later stance of not rebelling. Shaykh *Ali continues:

As for the evidence for the consensus then a consensus cannot be verified except with
evidences, so what are the evidences for this consensus which are used by many of the
people of knowledge? As we said from it (the evidences) are the statements from an-
Nawawi, Ibn Battal, al-Hafidh ibn Hajar and other people of knowledge. The evidences are
abundant and we will highlight the most important evidences. From the evidences are the
hadeeth of *Ubadah ibn Samit which is in Sabeeh Muslim wherein the Prophet (sallallibn
‘alayhi wassallam) stated: “We pledged allegiance to the Messenger of Allah that we hear and
obey and in what we love and what we hate and in what is hard for us and what is not hard
for us and even in things which we do not like and not that we should not dispute over
leadership and not try to challenge those who possess it and are responsible for its affairs
and try to wrestle it from them.” Except if you see, as the Messenger of Allah (sallallahn
‘alayhi wassallam) stated, “Clear explicit (buwaban) kufr”, which is apparent, explicit and
uncovered in which there is no difference or doubt regarding it. Importantly, this is not to
be decided upon by the common people or by the riff-raff and rabble, rather this is
decided upon by the people of knowledge who are firmly grounded in knowledge as they

78 See Sharh Saheeh Muslim, vol.12, p.229.
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are the people who understand the state of affairs and estimate it with a just estimation.
“Until you see clear (buwahan) kufr, for which you have with you evidence from Allah.” Shaykhul-
Islam ibn Taymiyyah (rahimahullah) appended to this hadeeth in his book Minhdj ns-Sunnah
saying: ‘This issue is a clear obligation from the Prophet (sallallihu alayhi
wassallam) even if the ruler takes from the people unjustly and gives precedence to
himself over the people and falls in oppression. But this hadeeth prohibits us from
challenging the rulers and trying to wrestle rulership from them.” Meaning: even if
they are oppressors, it is incumbent to obey them and if they take anything without right it
still is not permissible to revolt against them. He continued saying: “This is a prohibition
of revolting against them as they are the people who wield the reins of leadership,
Allah has commanded us to obey them and they have the power and they utilise it
to fulfil what they do.” Imam al-Kirmani, who has an explanation of Saheeh Bukhari
before al-Hafidh ibn Hajar and in fact Ibn Hajar benefited from his explanation, stated:
‘This hadeeth indicates that a ruler should not be toppled due to his fisq (sin)
because in doing so would lead to tribulation, blood-shed, dissension and enmity
and the harms of this is much worse than the harm of him remaining in his

position of leadership.’
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Appendix 2
Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah on Ruling by Other than What Alldh Has Revealed

Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said in Minhaj us-Sunnah, vol.5, p.130-131:
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There is no doubt that whoever does not believe in the obligation of ruling by what

Allah has revealed to His Messenger is a disbeliever. Whoever makes it permissible

(istahalla) to judge between the people by what he views and he is just, without
following what Allah has revealed — is a disbeliever.

Then Ibn Taymiyyah stated shortly after this:
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For some people embrace Islam however with this they only rule by their
traditional customs which their leaders order. If they knew that it was not
permissible to rule except by what Allah has revealed and they do not commit to
this, rather they made it permissible to rule by contrary to what Allah had revealed
— then they are kuffar. Except if they are ignorant as their affair is.
Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said also stated in as-Sarim al-Maslil:

Istihlal (to make something permissible) is the belief that the Maharim (prohibitions) which
the Qur’an has prohibited are halil. At times this can be with the belief that Allah has made
them permissible; and at times it can be with the belief that Allah did not prohibit them;
and at times it can be without the belief that Allah has prohibited it. This is all due to the
deficiency of iman in ar-Rubibiyyah (Lordship) or due to a deficiency in iwan in the Risdlah

(message). It is pure rejection not based on an introduction. At times one knows that Allah
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has prohibited them and that the Messenger had prohibited what Allah had prohibited yet
the person refrains from being obligated by this zzbreem (prohibition) and is stubborn
towards the prohibition — this is of the severest forms of &#fr. It can also be out of his
knowledge that whoever does not obligate himself to this Zahreenz will be punished by
Allah. Also this refraining and stubbornness is due to his deficiency in believing in the
wisdom of the One who gave the order and His Ability. This deficiency goes back to the
lack of zasdeeq (affirmation) of this Attribute of Allah. It could also be with the knowledge
of all what is to be believed in yet he goes against it or out of following his desires — his
reality is kufr. This is because he admits to Allah and His Messenger and everything which
they have informed about; and he also believes in everything that the believers believe in
however he dislikes it, hates it and displeased with it due to it not agreeing with his own
aims and desires and he says “I do not acknowledge this and I do not commit to it, I
hate this truth and I stay away from it.” This type is not like the first type and zakfeer (of
this type) is well-known by necessity in the deer of Islam. The Qur’an is filled with zakfeer of
the likes of this type and the punishment for this type is even more severe. For the likes of
this type it is said: “The people who will have the most severe punishment on the Day of Judgement are
those scholars who do not benefit from the knowledge Allah gave them.” This is Iblees and those who
follow his way. With this, the difference between the one who is disobedient is clear, for
the disobedient one believes in the obligation of the action yet does not do it as his desires
prevent him from doing it. He has izan in the form of tasdeeq, khudi’ and ingiyad, in speech
and action, however he did not perfect the action.”
Ibn ul-Qayyim, the student of Ibn Taymiyyah, stated similar to this in Ighathat ul-Lahfan, vol.1,
p.531:
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Whoever truly fears Allah and His punishment should beware of Istihlal (making

permissible) Allah’s prohibitions by the various types of plotting and fraud.

Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said:

79 As-Sarim al-Masliil, vol.3, pp.971-972
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When a person makes halal whatever is haram by consensus, or prohibits whatever
is halal by consensus, or replaces whatever is from the Divine Legislation by
consensus - is a disbelieving apostate by agreement of the fuqaha. With regards to

the likes of these people Allah revealed,

< . - /aéf w /,.2 - 2ros oa .
G091 b A3B D I3l & (SE T 2
“And whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed — then it is those who are
disbelievers.”

{al-Md'idab (5): 44}

Meaning: the one who makes it lawful (Mustahil) to rule by other than what Allah

has revealed.®

Shaykh ul-Islim Ibn Taymiyyah also stated in Majmi’ al-Fatiwa:
DY s i gl E50 5 0 Sl o SWL Oreded) s s ) YL aslas g
N R g R N e TR |
S 2iy 5

It is well-known by necessity that the deen of the Muslims, and with the agreement
of all of the Muslims, that whoever makes it permissible (sawwagha) to follow a
deen other than Islam or to follow a Sharee’ah other than the Sharee’ah of
Muhammad (sallallahu ’alayhi wassallam) — is a disbeliever and is like the kufr of
one who believes in some of the Book and disbelieves in some of it...

This is from: Ibn Taymiyyah, Majmsi’ al-Fatawa (KSA: Tarteeb of ’AbdurRahman Qasim, 1997

CE/1418 AH), vol.8, p.524.

Ibn Taymiyyah also stated in Minhaj us-Sunnah, vol.5, p.130:

80 Majmit’ al-Fatawa, vol.2, p.267
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There is no doubt that whoever does not believe in the obligation of ruling by what

Allah has revealed to His Messenger is a disbeliever. Whoever makes it permissible

(istahalla) to judge between the people by what he views and he is just, without
following what Allah has revealed — is a disbeliever. There is no nation except that it
orders ruling with justice and sometimes justice, as perceived by its senior leaders, can exist
in its religion. Many of those who ascribe themselves to Islam judge by their customs that
Allah has not revealed. This is like the traditional customs of the Bedouins and the chiefs
were obeyed in this regard and they used to consider that it was desirable to rule by such
customs without referring to the Book and the Sunnah, this is kufr. As many people
became Muslim but they did not rule except by their traditional customs which were
passed down to them and which were ordered by those leaders who they obeyed. So if
they know that it is not allowed to rule except by what Allah has revealed and did not

adhere to that but in fact declared it to be lawful (istihallii) for themselves to rule in

opposition to what Allah has revealed, then they are disbelievers. And if not (i.e. did
not declare it lawful) then they are merely ignorant people as has been mentioned prior
about them.
Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah did not make zzkfeer of them unless they declared and believed it
lawful and with the condition that they know it is not permissible to rule except by what Allah
has revealed. So do you see how Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah ruled them as having Islam if
they do not know that it is not permissible to rule by anything except what Allah has revealed?

Also can you see how Ibn Taymiyyah ruled them as having Islam even though they only judged
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by traditional customs which had been passed down like man-made laws? Ibn Taymiyyah

beneficially explained the issue in Majni’ al-Fatawa, vol.7, p.70-71:
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Those who took their scholars and monks as lords obeyed them in making lawful what
Allah had prohibited and prohibited what Allah had made lawful and this has two aspects:
Firstly: That they know that they have substituted the deen of Allah and then followed
them in that change and believed in the making lawful of what Allah had prohibited
and in the prohibition of what Allah had made lawful. So they did this following their
leaders while knowing that it opposed the deen of the Messenger (sallallahn alayhi wassallam)
and this is A#fr and Allah and His Messenger have classified such an individual a
disbeliever, even though they do not pray or prostrate to them. Whoever follows other
than Allah in opposing the deen, while knowing that it opposes the deen and
believes in what other than Allah and His Messenger have stated is a Mushrik.
Secondly: That they have firm belief and 7zan about legalising the bali/ and prohibiting
the haram, however they obeyed them in disobedience to Allah. This is like a Muslim who
commits an act of disobedience which he firmly believes is wrong and disobedience, they

have the same ruling as them as being sinful.
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Appendix 3

The Khawarij Tactics of “Boko Haram”

Table of the Khawarij activities which they have been involved in over the last few years in
which many Muslims have been killed, even Imams of mosques murdered, along with the
casualties when the army and police (in which there are Muslim soldiers and police officers) has

tried to capture them (in between there have been many other shootings on police etc.):

Date Description

2004 Events in Kannama, a precursor to the Boko
Haram rise. During this time Muhammad
Yusuf tours around Northern Nigeria giving
talks on preparation for jihad against Nigerian

government.

26 July 2009 Boko Haram Uprising — attack on police
station. Disturbances spread to Maiduguri and
lasts for five days. Violent clashes follow in the
death of Boko Haram founder Muhammad
Yusuf and execution, filmed live, of alleged

Boko Haram members.®!

9 October 2010 Imam of mosque Bashir Kashara and one of

his students murdered by Boko Haram

28 December 2010 Bombings kill 38 people

31 December 2010 Abuja  Attack. 4 people killed, including

pregnant woman. 26 injured.

81 See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePpUvfTXY7w
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29 May 2011 Northern Nigeria multiple bombings, 13 killed
and 40 injured. Children killed, no soldiers
injured.

16 June 2011 2011 Abuja Police HQ bombings; first suicide
bombing in Nigeria’s history.

26 June 2011 Bombing a beer garden in Maiduguri, leaving
25 dead and 12 injured

10 July 2011 Bombing of church in Suleja, Niger State.

12 August 2011 65 year old Imam in Ngala, Limam Bana, in
shot dead in front of his wife and children by
Boko Haram.

26 August 2011 2011 UN Bombings in Abuja

4 November 2011 2011 Damaturu Attacks. Over 100 people
killed.

25 December 2011 December 2011 Nigeria Bombing. Attacks on

4 cities in Northern Nigeria. 41 dead.

5-6 January 2012; 20 January 2012

Bombings on Christian churches and business

in Northeastern Nigeria. Over 180 people

dead, mainly Igbos.

8 February 2012 Suicide bombings at army base in Kaduna

8 March 2012 British and Italian hostages taken and then
subsequently murdered: Christopher McManus
and Franco Lamolinara.

3 June 2012 15 Christians going to church killed. Boko
Haram Spokesman Abu Qa’gqa said Boko
Haram responsible.

17 June 2012 Suicide bomb attacks on three churches in
Kaduna State. 50 people killed.

17 June 2012 130 bodies found. Presumed murdered by
Boko Haram.

3 October 2012 Night raid on town of Mubi; 25-46 people

massacred.
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April 2013

Boko Haram members hiding and mingling in
among the villagers of the town Baga near the
Northeastern border with Chad, kill an army
officer. Which results in the army burning
village homes. 185 dead at end of clashes,

mainly civilians.*

82 See story here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTLjuWnnt00
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Appendix 4

Regional and Ethnic Maps of Nigeria

Map of Nigeria
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Map of Nigerian Tribes and Ethnicities
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Source: Ulrich Lamm

See: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13809501
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